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MOST cities and towns in the United Kingdom
have a dark underbelly, whether it be
vandalism, violence, theft, drugs or, in some
instances, racism.

Bexhill has largely survived with its reputation
intact. Most of us who live here rub along just fine
even if we don’t necessarily agree with each other’s
opinions.

However, the graffiti attack on the sculpture of
ablack woman on the lawns behind the De La
Warr Pavilion is both horrifying and difficult to
comprehend.

Why on earth would anyone with a modicum of
decency daub white paint on a sculpture of a black
woman? Sadly, only the perpetrators, who should
be thoroughly ashamed of themselves, can answer
that one and of course they will remain in the
shadows rather than identify themselves.

Fortunately, there is a plus side in the aftermath
of this ghastly act of vandalism as hundreds of
Bexhill residents rallied round for a day of action to
remove the paint from the sculpture.

There is little doubt that it was an act of racism
rather than wanton vandalism and it was hugely
encouraging to see the number of local politicians
turn up to support the clean-up regardless of
which party they belong to.

All were absolutely outraged by the vandalism
which has achieved precisely nothing. Itis not
often that politicians from different parties agree
with each other but on this occasion, they were
absolutely unanimous in their condemnation and
quite right too.

The De La Warr has shown great commitment to
the arts and they deserve plenty of praise for that.
It helps to brighten up our town and the various
installations should be welcomed because they are
created for everyone to enjoy regardless of subject
matter.

However, although there is no conclusive proof
that the vandalism was primarily racist, it is pretty
clear that it was.

Outrageous acts such as the attack on the
sculpture brings our town into disrepute even
when committed by a minority. One can only hope
such disgraceful behaviour will never be repeated
in Bexhill.

Kim Mayo, Editor
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BUSINESSMAN MAY STAND AS
AN INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE
IN GENERAL ELECTION

BY KIM MAYO

LOCAL businessman has confirmed he is contemplating running as an
A independent candidate in next year’s General Election as the debate over

the choice of the former Northeye Prison site in Little Common being
selected to house asylum seekers continues unabated.

Jeff Newnham, a farrier who has lived in Bexhill for more than 30 years, has also
recently launched a legal challenge against the Government’s decision to place
asylum seekers at the proposed facility at Northeye.

Mr Newnham said he is still weighing up whether to stand against Huw Merriman,
the Conservative MP for Bexhill and Battle in the General Election.

He said: “As far as I am concerned, Mr Merriman has been conspicuous by his
absence since the Government announced its plans to place asylum seekers in
Bexhill.

“He needs to stand up and be counted and face up to those who oppose it. I want
to stress that I am not some ‘Little Englander’ who is opposed to immigration per
se. There is good reason why asylum seekers view this country as a safe sanctuary,
especially when they come from war-torn countries such as Syria and Sudan.

“But the concerns of local residents have to be taken into account too, especially
when it has been reported that up to 1,200 young single men could be placed in
Northeye.

“Also one imagines being housed in a former prison will not be the sort of place
they would have envisaged before setting out on perilous journeys.

“Therefore, it is crucial that Mr Merriman takes those concerns into account. Thus
far, he has not attended any of the meetings which have been held which really isn’t
good enough.

“The bottom line is the site is totally unsuitable and not fit for purpose. The
residents of Little Common don’t want it with it being so close to a residential area
and in addition there are serious concerns over the potential presence of asbestos
and the pollution of rivers and streams nearby. Everyone’s welfare needs to be taken
into account.

‘Bear in mind that in 2018 a report by Rother District Council recommended that the
site be levelled but here we are five years later and the Government presses ahead
with this plan which is totally unsuited to our town.

“Even many of those who support genuine asylum seekers are outraged at the
prospect of them being housed in former prison, especially as it can take up to 18
months for their applications to be processed.”

Mr Newnham reiterated that he will not be rushed into a decision over whether to
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Jeff Newnham

stand against Mr Merriman or any other candidates who may come
forward in the interim.

He added: "If I do stand it will be as an independent candidate
with no political affiliation. But as it stands I am just a concerned
resident living in a town I absolutely love.

“People who live here are welcoming and it is therefore quite
rightly seen as an attractive seaside resort with plenty to offer both
residents and visitors.

“But now many are feeling disenfranchised and abandoned, to be
perfectly honest.

“In my view Huw Merriman is toast in this town and has lost the
confidence of many of the residents he represents as this town’s MP.

“I'think he needs replacing.”

Mr Newnham has also launched a crowdfunding page to finance
the legal action and thus far it has raised more than £10,000.
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Steve Hall is a local cartoonist drawing inspiration from Bexhill and the sea. His cards, books and other items can be found in local independents and the Bexhill museum shop. He can be contacted at steve54.hall@gmail.com.
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PROTESTERS MARCH

THROUGH TOWNTO
VOICE OPPOSITIONTO
IMMIGRATION CENTRE

many sporting T-shirts stating “No to

Northeye” as more than 100 protesters
staged a march from the Little Common
roundabout into Bexhill town centre on
Saturday, May 20.

It is clear that feelings are running high with
much of the vitriol being directed towards Bexhill
and Battle Conservative MP Huw Merriman,
whose continued absence from engagement with
his constituents over such a contentious issue is
causing tempers to flare.

“Where is he?” asked one of the marchers. “It is
simply not good enough. We are angry and all we
want is answers but no-one is listening to us.

“We are not going to go away. Does he think
we are just going to take it and go away quietly?
Well, I am going to make it patently clear. We
will continue these protests until he is finally
pressurised into facing up to us.”

As the protesters made their way through town,
marching straight along Devonshire Road and
through somewhat startled traders at the Anglo-
French market in the street, the chants went up,
some garnering applause while others booed and
swore as the convoy headed for the De La Warr
Pavilion.

One man supporting the asylum seekers
yelled: “You racists; you should be ashamed of
yourselves” but his words were quickly drowned
out by a chorus of boos.

Then the chants started again. “Are you
watching Merriman?” they said in unison. “What
do we say to Northeye? No, no, no.

The protest petered out somewhat when those
against Northeye congregated behind the De La

BANNERS were in abundance and so were

Warr but it is clear this is a conflict of interest
which is clearly going to run and run. More
protests are already being planned.

Earlier a significant number of protesters were
out in force outside the De La Warr Pavilion on
Thursday May 11 to vociferously make their
feelings known over the proposed asylum
seekers’ centre at the former Northeye Prison
side in Little Common.

The BBC were in town to film their weekly
political debate programme Question Time at the
venue with a panel including East Sussex resident
Richard Coles, the former pop star and vicar as
well as respected journalist Nick Ferrari.

But there was one question on everyone’s
lips gathered outside with the entrance to the
event being guarded by security staff and police
which was... “where the hell is our elected
representative, Conservative MP Huw Merriman”?

Many amongst those gathered expressed their
fury over Mr Merriman’s failure to attend any of
the meetings held thus far to debate residents’
fears over the establishment of an asylum centre
in the town.

Unlike in previous meetings staged in and
around Bexhill there were no pro-immigration
protesters in evidence on this occasion as many
sporting “Say No to Northeye” T-shirts and
brandishing posters made their feelings known.

What is patently clear is that feelings are
running high and although many people who
Bexhill News spoke to did not want to divulge
their names, there were some who were
prepared to speak out publicly.

Chants broke out of “Save our Town and “No
Passport, No Entry” while several protesters

held banners proclaiming “Where is Merriman,
Never Here, Looking After His Career, Not His
Constituents.”

One of those prepared to speak out was Fi
Douglas, who grew up in Little Common. She
said: “This proposal is the most ludicrous thing I
have ever heard of.

“The former prison site is totally unsuitable,
everyone knows that. There are loads of families
with young children and of course they are
worried about hundreds of young men being
housed here.

“Bexhill has always been a safe town but
many people fear it will not remain so once this
happens. We feel abandoned by Huw Merriman.
He seems to have deserted this town and he
should be ashamed.”

Another protester, Patrick Donovan, from
Eastbourne, said: “We have seen what has
happened in Eastbourne and we don’t want to see
it replicated here.

“There are hotels in Eastbourne housing
asylum seekers and it is not ideal with many
people expressing fears about what is going to
happen. The same applies to Bexhill if this is
allowed to go ahead.

“People want reassurance but they are not
getting it from Huw Merriman are they? He
is showing a distinct lack of courage and has
been conspicuous by his absence at any of the
meetings so far. He should be addressing the
issues raised by residents so far but no, nothing.

Why Bexhill? That is the bg question. Most
people here don’t want it. Bexhill s a small, lovely
seaside town and we want it to remain that way.

“Those of us who want it to stay that way need

For the latest local news, visit: www.Bexhill.News

to stand together and present a united front. It
is as simple as that and we are not going to go
away.”

Later in the day Question Time on the BBC
and hosted by Fiona Bruce at the De La Warr,
developed into a slanging match, as it invariably
does, between the panel consisting of Mr
Coles, Mr Ferrari and the other panel members
including Conservative MP Helen Whately,
Labour’s Thangam Debbonaire, and journalist
Ash Sarkar as they engaged with the audience.

Both those who support the asylum seekers
and those against Northeye spoke eloquently but
once again solutions were in short supply.

It seems certain this is a debate which will run
and run.

In response Mr Merriman released a statement
which said: I've continued to hold meetings with
residents and community leads to discuss the
challenges of the proposed immigration centre.

“I'will look to book a date and venue for my
public meeting when, and if, the centre moves
from proposal to firm plans.

“I'm currently awaiting detailed answers from
Home Office officials on questions which I have
asked, or have been asked of me.

“My current focus is on private discussions I am
holding with the Immigration Minister as to high-
level options. The result of these discussions will
be available when progress can be reported.

“I remain of the view that working with my
colleagues in Government is the most optimal
way to deliver a solution to the challenges which
constituents have raised with me.

“I am working hard to ensure that further news
will be available in the next week or so.”
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ITY AND POLITICIANS
UNITE TO CONDEMN VANDAL
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ATTACK ON SCULPTURE OF
BLACK WOMAN

N army of volunteers were joined by
A politicians of all persuasions to remove

graffiti from the the sculpture of a black
woman situated on the lawns outside the De La
Warr Pavilion.

The day of action took place on Sunday, May 21
when everyone united to voice their condemnation
of the vandalism as white paint was daubed on the
face, arms and legs of the sculpture.

Armed with buckets and detergent, more than a
hundred local residents queued up to lend a hand
in a remarkable show of solidarity.

East Sussex county councillor Ian Hollidge,

a Conservative, said: “This attack is absolutely
outrageous and is quite rightly being utterly
condemned by our local politicians, many of
whom have turned out to show their support.

“We don’t want people who carry out this sort of
attack on our town. I am absolutely delighted to see
such a positive response from our local residents
who have turned out in such force.

“My message to the vandals is simple. If you
want to damage something then damage your own
home. Don’t launch attacks on works of art which
are designed to brighten up Bexhill.

“Stay away. We don’t want you here. You can see
from the turnout here that there is a real feeling of
disgust and quite right too.”

Labour’s district councillor Christine Bayliss
echoed Mr Hollidge’s sentiments. She added: I am
delighted so many people have turned out to help.

“We all wanted to show solidarity in opposition to
this kind of disgraceful behaviour.

“This sort of vandalism achieves nothing other

than to make people in our community angry
and upset. I absolutely condemn the
perpetrators of this outrageous act.”

Outgoing mayor and Labour
town councillor Paul Plim
was equally outraged and
saddened.

He said: “Tam
absolutely appalled that
such bigotry can exist in
Bexhill. It just shows the
thin line there is between
decent people and
those who seem to revel
in espousing bigotry and
racism. We need to put the latter
views to bed once and for all.

“The turnout here has nothing to do
with politics. We all stand absolutely united and
are determined to ensure this never happens
again.”

The towering three-metre high sculpture of a
black woman was vandalised for a second time in a
matter of weeks.

The impressive structure, the latest example of
the venue’s ongoing commitment to the arts, had
white paint daubed all over it overnight between
the evening of Sunday, May 14 and the early hours
of the following day.

It was subsequently covered in a large green
tarpaulin before the volunteers sprang into
action with the queue to help remove the graffiti
stretching for more than 100 metres.

Howard Martin, President of Bexhill Chamber of

Commerce and Tourism,
was among those
attending.

He said: "This sheer
and wanton vandalism is
atrocious.
“The area around the De
La Warr Pavilion has become
amagnet for vandals and little
has been done to prevent it.

“Last year Bexhill Chamber of
Commerce backed a shopwatch scheme that
would have included CCTV coverage for the area
but this was not supported by the local councils.

“Our own Coronation event had a trader vehicle
vandalised overnight recently too.

“Our Chamber fully supports public art as
an effective way of embracing civic pride and
fostering a sense of place for our community.

“Our thoughts are with the De La Warr Pavilion
team having to deal with this attack on our
community.

“If this attack was in anyway politically motivated
then those responsible should face the full force of
the law and all politicians should utterly condemn
this act.”

The public sculpture is by American artist

Tschabalala Self and is entitled “Seated”.

It is made from patinated bronze. Using an
everyday object — a seat — it is described as
an entry point for questions of permission and
performance within public space.

According to the De La Warr, its subject —
“poised, immaculately dressed, glancing to her
left” — emboldens onlookers to sit with confidence
and comfort.

The artist said: “Taking a seat is a universal act of
leisure and calm.

“I wanted to create a monumental sculpture for
the public that spoke to this simple joy.

“The woman is strong, beautiful and self-
possessed.

“She represents all individuals, but women
in particular, who understand the power and
importance of simple gestures that assert their
right to take up space”.

The sculpture is due to be on the lawns until
October 29.

Mr Martin added: “What is wrong with these
people? Is nothing sacred any more? Many
organisations are doing their best to make our
town as attractive as possible and yet there are
those who seem to take great delight in ruining
that. It is both shocking and demoralising.”
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PEDAL POWER IS THE KEY TO A

HEALTHY

Bexhill Cycle Clubs have been around for over 100 years

VID cyclist Ian Hollidge is urging people to get on their
bikes this summer... but in a good way.

With early sunrises and long warm evenings now firmly
on the agenda it is time to dust the cobwebs off your bicycles and get
out there to enjoy pedal power which has many benefits, including a
healthy lifestyle and mental well-being.

“I am a huge advocate of cycling,” said Mr Hollidge who is rarely
seen in town without his trusty bike.

“Cycling has exploded in popularity in recent years so whether you
are an experienced cyclist or a relative novice the summer months
are the ideal opportunity to enjoy its benefits.”

The cycling group Bexhill Wheelers has enjoyed a surge of interest
with plenty of opportunity to take part in its regular events.

The group offers the welcome opportunity to get out there in the
fresh air, enjoy great company and travel wherever you like.

Bexhill Wheelers has teamed up with the Bicycle Ballet Coon a
National Heritage Lottery-funded scheme exploring the impact of the
bicycle on women and fashion from the 1890s to today.

In addition, Sussex Blazing Saddles will be presenting a programme
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of talks. There will also be a performance on September 10 at the
newly-refurbished bandstand on East Parade.

Bexhill has rightly earned a reputation for being bicycle friendly
and anyone who takes a stroll to the seafront on any given day will no
doubt note the plethora of cyclists who take up the opportunity to get
out and about rather than resorting to cars.

This is a trend that Mr Hollidge thoroughly welcomes. He added.
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“We all need to use our cars from time to time, but any opportunity
not to do so must be both encouraged and welcomed.

“Bexhill seafront is predominately flat and therefore perfect for
cycling, especially in the summer months.

“With concerns constantly being raised about climate change,
cycling is the most efficient and environmentally-friendly way to
travel, so I encourage all residents to join us.”

In essence, cycling has remained fundamentally the same for
the past 100 years or so. Admittedly, we no longer have the Penny
Farthing in abundance and the days of getting dressed up in a flowing
dress and bonnet for women and suits for men are long gone.

These days it is figure-hugging lycra which rules the roost with
safety helmets being obligatory.

But the concept of freedom remains the same as does the
associated benefits of pedal power. As Mr Hollidge stated: “Cycling is
one of the most enjoyable leisure pursuits available and I encourage
everyone to get out there and enjoy it.”

For more details check out the website at
www.bexhillwheelers.org.uk
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COUNCILLOR OLIVER WILL ONCE

AGAIN LEAD ROTHER DISTRICT

COUNCIL AFTER LOCAL ELECTION

BY KIM MAYO

fter the elections for Rother District
A:louncil and Bexhill Town Council in
arly May the dust has now settled and
the hard work begins.

At the Rother District Council meeting to
confirm appointments to the council held at
the town hall on May 24, proceedings started
with Councillor Vikki Cook being proposed and
seconded as chair of the council.

She then signed the declaration of acceptance
to the role and said: “This is a great honour and I
thank those who have backed me. I look forward
very much to serving this office.

“Thanks for your support and your confidence
in me. I never imagined I would be sitting in this
chair.”

Councillor Richard Thomas was then proposed
and seconded as vice-chairman of the council. He
said: “IT am honoured to be appointed to this role.
I promise that I will serve to the best of my ability.

“This is certainly a very humbling experience
butitis a challenge I will relish.”

Councillor Doug Oliver was re-appointed as

chairman of the council, a role he clearly relishes.

Mr Oliver said: “Firstly I welcome all of our new
councillors who I am sure will contribute hugely
to the council as we move forward.

“There is certainly plenty of work to be
done across the Rother district but we are all
committed to working towards resolving issues
and launching initiatives which will benefit all in

our communities.”

It was then confirmed that councillors Christine
Bayliss and Susan Prochak would act as Mr
Oliver’s deputies and the rest of the cabinet was
then formalised.

Councillor Bayliss told Bexhill News: “Of course
I am delighted to have been elected once more
and I am really looking forward to being one of
the deputy leaders of the council.

It is both an honour and a privilege and I look
forward to serving on the council once more”

The Bexhill Town Council elections also took
place on the same day. There were nine wards
each with two seats so 18 councillor positions
were available.

Unfortunately, not enough candidates stood
in six wards so the following councillors were
elected “unopposed”.

+ Collington Ward: Alan Goss

» Kewhurst: Bryan Clasby

+ 0Old Town: Memish Huseyin & Alan Godd

+ Pebsham: Huseyin El

+ St Stephens: Trudy Hampton Lynn Brailsford
and Paul Wilson

» Kewhurst: Brian Drayson

+ Pebsham: Charlie Rustem

+ Sackville: Claire Baldry and Elly Gibson;

« Sidley: Tony Carroll and Julie Norris

+ St Marks: Connor Winter and Nigel Jackson

+ St Stephens: Alan Thomas

No candidates stood in Old Town but three

candidates stood in Central and therefore there

was an election. Paul Plim and Andrew Crotty
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were duly elected.

The remaining five positions were filled at the
annual general meeting. There were 13 candidates
for the five positions, so therefore the council
conducted a “strike out” vote for each vacancy.

The Mayor and Deputy are elected at the AGM
each May and for this municipal year the Mayor
is Lynn Brailsford and Deputy Mayor is Connor
Winter.

These are ceremonial positions, so there is no

leader or anyone “in charge”.

Town Council law doesn’t permit councillors to
be able to act alone — they have to do everything
at a constituted meeting which is different to
district councils.

The Mayor’s role is to run the meetings while
the deputy fills in when the Mayor is absent. They
can go to functions on behalf of the council, but
the only power they have is the casting vote at a
meeting when they are chairing it.

NEW EYE HOSPITAL OPENS IN BEXHILL

A new state-of-the-art hospital offering NHS eye patient services
has officially opened in Bexhill-on-Sea, following a fun-filled
family launch event attended by the Town Mayor.

The SpaMedica site on Enterprise Business Park will provide cataract
surgery and YAG laser capsulotomy to local NHS patients in East Sussex,
helping to cut waiting times for those requiring treatment to improve
their vision. The new hospital will offer appointments to patients in just
two to four weeks, compared to a national target of 18 weeks.

The official opening of the new hospital was marked with a launch
event — attended by Bexhill-on-Sea’s Town Mayor, Councillor Paul
Plim, as well as SpaMedica employees, friends and family. Community
optometrists were also invited and had the opportunity to undertake
a training module on preparing patients for cataract surgery. The
hospital will host similar optometry training sessions on an ongoing

basis.

Additionally, a competition was held by Bexhill Academy for pupils
to create eye-themed artwork that will hang on the walls of the new

hospital. The standard of entries was extremely high and winners were
announced during the celebration and presented with their prizes by
the Mayor.

Itai Mativirira (Y7) took first place in the painting category, Natalie
Martin (Y10) won the drawing category, and Amalie Piper (Y10) was
crowned the winner of the digital category. Runners-up included Erin
McCarthy (Y8) and Airi Sato (Y10), with Jack Hawker (Y7) receiving a
special commendation for his work ‘Double Vision’, which aimed to
show his own experience of living with an eye condition.

SpaMedica is one of the country’s leading providers of NHS
eye patient services, with 48 hospitals across the UK. 29 of those
hospitals have been inspected by industry regulator the Care Quality
Commission, with 12 (41%) receiving an ‘Outstanding’ rating and 17
(59%) achieving a ‘Good’ rating. In January 2023, Catherine Campbell,

the CQC’s head of hospital inspection, described SpaMedica’s
operating model as “an exemplar of best practice which others can,
and should, learn from”.

SpaMedica’s hospitals have some of the lowest complication
rates nationally, with procedures carried out by highly experienced
consultant surgeons.

Hospital manager Johanna Munn said: “We’re thrilled to open the
hospital and offer greater choice to residents in East Sussex, working
in partnership with the NHS to reduce local waiting lists and ensure
patients get rapid access to high quality treatment.

“We’re passionate about delivering the best possible care, ensuring
patients receive a personalised service. We know what a difference
the procedures can make to people’s lives, giving them their

independence back and allowing them to get on with their favourite
hobbies and activities.”

Town Mayor of Bexhill-on-Sea, Councillor Paul Plim said: “l was very
impressed with how SpaMedica reached out to our local secondary
school and installed a variety of artwork created by their students.
Such talent being nurtured by our local school is such a wonderful
inspiration to others, | am sure.

“Itis hoped that with the opening of this new hospital for cataract
surgery and YAG eye treatments, SpaMedica will offer support where
needed to those requiring treatment, in the local community.”

NHS patients who have been diagnosed with cataracts or posterior
capsule opacification can ask for a referral to SpaMedica Bexhill
through their local optician or GP.
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SIVYERS

ANTIQUES EMPORIUM & AUCTION HOUSE

i ,,3,;“

FOLLOW USON
INSTAGRAM

.| Rother District Council
Town Hall Bexl

hill

PROGRESSIVE FLAG FLIES SIVYERS AUCTIONS
ABOVE BEXHILL TOWN HALL FRIDAY 23rd JUNE 2023

THE PROGRESSIVE Pride flag was flown Rother Voluntary Action as well as Hastings and Auction startsat 11.00am viewing in person.
over Bex.hlll Town Hal! recently to ma.rk Rother Rainbow Alliance members to show their Wednesday and Thursday priorto auction
International Day Against Homophobia, support.
Biphobia and Transphobia (IDAHOBIT Day). Lorna Ford, Deputy Chief Executive at Rother COMMISSION 18% INCLUSIVE
The iconic ra|n?ow flag.was .ra|sed last monthin D.|s.tr|ct Council, Sal(.:|: Flylngtht.e flég isavery Online catelogueviewable from Sunday pl"iOF
support of equality and diversity. visible way of showing our continuing support for ) .
IDAHOBIT Day draws attention to the violence International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia to auction at WWW.SIVyers.com
and discrimination experienced by lesbian, gay, and Transphobia as well as demonstrating
bisexual, transgender, intersex people and all our respect for the LGBT community and our : » v FREE VALUATIONS
other people with diverse sexual orientations, commitment to equality. gold and enamel Arts and Gold and silver, stamps, toys,
gender |dfen_t|t|es or expressions, and sex As well as celebljatlng_dlverﬂty in our district, Crafts pendant SOLD at our collectables, furniture, paintings, ceramics
characteristics. flying the Progressive Pride flag sends out a clear last sale for £4.100
The Progressive Pride flag encompasses notonly ~ message that all forms of discrimination are > and rugs etc...
lesbian, gay and bisexual people but also trans, unacceptable to Rother District Council.” . . .
people of colour, intersex people and others. To find out more about local support available, YOUR LOCAL AUCTION at the Old West Station, Terminus Road, Bexhill
Rother District Council officers and councillors visit the Hastings and Rother Rainbow Alliance Tel 01424 217640, email info@sivyers_com
were joined outside the town hall by staff from website at www.hrra.org.uk.

A BEXHILL LANDMARK SINCE 1902

HA

HOSPITALITY
ASSURED

ACCREDITED

The Hawthorns

EASTBOURNE

DINE IN
WITH US

All-inclusive living at the Hawthorns retirement community means you
can relax and enjoy restaurant-quality meals in sociable dining rooms
with no need to venture out for shopping or do the washing up.

Chefs use a thoughtful approach to develop nutritional and delicious
menus, offering choices at every meal to suit all tastes

t and dietary requirements.

01323 342552 | hawthornsretirement.co.uk

Call today to find out about our 28-day trial stay

The Hawthorns Eastbourne | 4 Carew Road | Eastbourne | East Sussex | BN212BF
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ARE YOU HOLDING A CHARITY OR NON-PROFIT EVENT?

For a FREE LISTING, email your details to: events@Bexhill.News

EAST SUSSEX VISION SUPPORT BEXHILL SOCIAL
GROUP

St Augustine’s Church Hall, Bexhill. First Friday of the month
We provide a social atmosphere for blind and partially sighted
people including the opportunity to meet and make new friends. We
can provide transport to St Augustine’s and the afternoon includes
refreshments, entertainment and a raffle and we also arrange lunch
outings. If you are interested in joining, please contact Christine on
01323 482407 or East Sussex Vision Support Head Office on 01323
832252.

GOLDEN ACTIVITIES - GENTLE CHAIR EXERCISES

The Bagnall Room, 25 Sackville Road, Bexhill, TN39 3JD

Every Monday Morning, 10.30am-11.30am

We are a friendly group and welcome everyone. £6 each (carers are free)
includes refreshments. At The Bagnall Room (next to Bexhill Caring
Community). For more information contact Anna 07961 349956

SIDLEY FRIENDSHIP CLUB

Freedom Church, Sidley Street entrance (behind Lidl)

Every third Monday of the month, 2pm-4pm

Asocial club for ladies and gents over 50 years old. Speakers, Games,
Bingo, Coach Trips etc. No Annual fees, Just £2 each meeting which
includes refreshments. New Members welcomed.

TEA AND TODDLERS

St Augustine’s Church, Cooden Drive, Bexhill-on-Sea TN39 3AZ
Every Thursday, 9am-10.30am

Free friendly Toddler group. Come and join us for play, chat and
refreshments. Donations are gratefully received. For more information
contact Daisy at st.augustines288@outlook.com or 07544326059

BEXHILL TUESDAY FOR THE BLIND AND PARTIALLY
SIGHTED

St Mark’s Church, Little Common. Every Tuesday afternoon.
Are you feeling isolated and want to make new friends? Then come and
join in with lunches, cream teas, quizzes and entertainment. We can
even pick you up and take you home. Call Jane on 01424 729323.

PeblaleS

ON THE BEACH *‘%@

01424 218400 @ www.pebblesonthebeach.com

& TASTING ROOM

"%

Ruviano Verdicchio
Giant Old Vines Red

Cucumber Concasse
Paso Del Monterey Godello

Centelleo Moscatel Blanco

THE BEXHILL & DISTRICT VETERANS ASSOCIATION
The Town Square Social Club, London Road, Bexhill

Every First Thursday of the month, 1pm - Meeting

Second Thursday of every month - Lunch, various locations
We are an Association for Navy, Army and Airforce Veterans and

their wives and partners. On the 2nd Thursday of each month we

go for a lunch at various restaurants in the town and sometimes just
outside. We support a number of our local Charities including Sidley
Food Bank (The Market Place) plus Veterans Growth, British Legion
Home and the British Legion Poppy Appeal. We do Honour Guards for
Veterans funerals. We also have day trips out by coach. Any ex-service
personnel that would like to find out more, either attend one of our
meetings or contact the Chairman, John Collins on 07922 529904 or
johncollins4664@aol.com.

THE CHRISTCHURCH SINGERS

Christchurch Methodist Church, Springfield Road, Bexhill TN40
2BX (close to Bexhill Hospital)

Saturday June 10th at 7pm

Christchurch Singers present ‘Concert for a King!” A varied programme
of music old and new as part of the Bexhill Festival of Music. No entry
or booking just come. Collection for ‘Warming up the Homeless’ (There

will even be a ‘Round the British Isles Singalong!) All are most welcome.

www,christchurchmethodist.org

COFFEE MORNING

St Barnabas Church, on the corner of Sea Road and Cantelupe
Road, Bexhill

Saturday 24th June 2023, from 11am.

Coffee, tea, choices of cake, a welcome and a chat.

BEXHILL DOWN LADIES GROUP

St Augustine’s Church Hall, Cooden Drive, Bexhill on Sea
TN393AZ

Every 2nd Wednesday afternoon 2-4pm

Afriendly social club for ladies 50+ years old with speakers,
entertainment, cream teas, fun and chat. Just turn up, we look forward
to seeing you.

Presents our Creole Tasting Menu
Wednesday 28" June 6.30pm £48pp

White Crab & Bell Pepper Tart, Jalapeno Jam
BBQ’s Cajun Octopus, Tempura Okra & Charred Corn Salsa

Ceviche of Bream, Cured in White Rum, Arancini Style Jambalaya Rice &

Jerk Spiced Loin of Cod & Shellfish Gumbo

- © Sticky Ginger Sponge, Charred Pineapple, Toasted Coconut & Coconut Sorbet
Mad Late Harvest Tokaji Dessert Wine

e ppst?

530 BEXHILL ROAD, ST LEONARDS ON SEA, TN38 8AY

Sunday Folk - 4th June & 2nd July from 5:30pm
Monday Quiz - 5th & 19th June from 8:00pm
Wednesday Jam Session - 14th & 28th June from 7:30 pm

Ritchie Lee (Rock n Roll show) - Fri 2nd from 8:00 pm
The Diamond Brothers (Ska, Reggae, Soul) - Sat 10th from 8:00pm
The OtherBand (folk, in the garden + BBQ) - Sun 25th from 5:00pm
Ritchie Lee (Country Greats show) - Fri 30th from 8:00 pm

Traditional freshly cooked ‘Pub Grub’ with many classic favourites,
HOMEMADE PIES are our speciality! We also serve Goddard’s traditional
Pie, Mash and Liquor. In addition, our traditional Sunday Roast is served

every week. Enjoy our secluded beer garden, we have a large car park at the
rear and we’re dog friendly too!

CHOIR CONCERT

St.John’s Centre, Victoria Road Bexhill TN39 3BD. (Town Hall
Square)

Saturday 24th June at 7.30pm

The Crescendo choir will be holding a concert singing a variety of songs.
We also have performances by Radiant Brass and guest soprano soloist
Rachel Taylor. Admission is free but donations would be gratefully
received, as our chosen charity is the Bexhill Food bank

CRAFT FAIR

St. Stephens Church Hall, Downs Road, Bexhill. TN39 4HD.
Saturday 3rd June 10am-2pm.

Come and visit our craft fair at We have a lovely selection of local
crafters selling their beautiful handmade items. Homemade cakes and
snacks, tea & coffee also available. Free parking available. If you would
like anymore information please contact us via our Facebook group
‘The crafty collective’ or email us on thecraftycollective3@yahoo.com

ADVENT FAIR AND TABLE SALE

St Peter’s Community Centre, Church Street, Bexhill, TN40 2HE.
Saturday December 3rd form 10 as -2pm.

Crafts, raffle, refreshments and children’s activities. To book a table,
please call 07801 440850. Tables are £15 each.

FREE GIVEAWAY TO SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY.

Living Word Church, side entrance, Eastwood Rd TN39 3PS.

On Saturday 17th June 9am-12. (Held every 3rd Saturday of
each month).

Clothes, food, baby milk, toys & other items given free of charg.Contact
LWC Admin on 07368665204 or 07950190648 for further details.

BEXHILL STAMP & POSTCARD CLUB

St Augustine’s Church, Cooden Drive, Bexhill, TN39 3AZ
Wednesday 28th June, 7.30pm

We extend a warm welcome to anyone to come and spend a friendly
sociable evening with us. We have talks, displays, competitions,
sales and auctions. The sessions are always entertaining and we have
refreshments and a prize raffle. You see stamps daily but come and
find out more about them, the postmarks, labels and slogans that
accompany them.

The Bull Inn

To call, or reserve a table: 01424 424984

www.bullstleonards.co.uk

Facebook: @bullinnstleonards

LIVE MUSIC:
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GIANT MURAL PAYS TRIBUTE
‘"TOSIRDAVIDATTENBOROUGH

AHUGE mural has been unveiled on the side
of a building to mark broadcaster David
Attenbrorough’s 97th birthday.

Sir David celebrated his latest birthday on May
8 and is one of the best-known faces on British
television.

His “Life” series of documentaries has won plaudits
across the globe and now his achievements have
been marked with the giant mural created by the
artist Abraham.

The broadcaster and environmentalist has enjoyed
alongand illustrious career, having been controllers
of the fledgling BBC2 channel back in the Sixties.

He also served as director of programming for the
broadcaster.

But itis for his wildlife documentaries spanning
seven decades that he is best known. They include
Natural World, Wildlife on One, the Planet Earth
series, and Blue Planet which explored the marine
life below our oceans.

Sir David, brother of renowned film director Sir
Richard, is frequently described as a “national

treasure” although he admitted it is a term he dislikes.

The photograph of the mural, taken by local resident
Chris Ludlow, shows the mural offin allits glory. Itison
the side of a building which is currently being restored
and is best viewed from Bulverhythe Road.

Carol Cook, a spokeswoman for W.Ave Arts, which
commissioned the mural said: “We have created this
magnificent mural honouring the incomparable Sir
David Attenborough; an extraordinary man who has
captured the hearts of millions worldwide.

“The mural celebrates his recent birthday and
extends our heartfelt gratitude for his unwavering
passion.

“Sir David, your boundless love for the natural
world has touched the lives of countless individuals
and we all aspire to walk in your footsteps.

“We extend our gratitude to the incredibly talented
artist Abraham for bringing our vision to life. In our
town, we are blessed to have such an incredible
artist who has not only captured the essence of Sir
David but gifted our community with a masterpiece
that will inspire for generations to come.”
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RIVER WINDOWS

, ALL DOOR DESIGNS INC STABLE

DOORS, FRENCH DOORS, PATIO
DOORS, Bl FOLDING DOORS,
COMPOSITE DOORS

s JSERELLL

ALL CASEMENT / VERTICAL
SLIDING WINDOWS |

SEALED UNIT REPLACEMENTS
/WINDOW, DOOR REPAIRS

it ST 0 O N

FASCIAISOFFITIGUTI'ERING

BESPOKE PORCHES
& CONSERVATORIES

i =

DISABLED & SENIOR
CITIZEN DISCOUNTS

| | IR
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SUPPLY & INSTALL

FANTASTIC CHOICE OF COLOURS

PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE - WE WILL MATCH ANY LIKE FOR LIKE PRICE

01424222277

FREE ESTIMATES

Est. 30 years

Reglstered Company

Visit our website at www.riverwindows.co.uk

orvisit our factory at 8 Brett Drive, (by Ravenside), Bexhill, East Sussex, TN40 2JP

ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO VAT. TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY

® Large modern bar,
subsidised for Members
® Newly refurbished
100-Seater party venue
for hire

® 4 x large screen TVs with

Sky & BT Sport
® Live music events
® 3 x full size snooker
tables ® 2 Dart boards

POP IN AND SEE
FOR YOURSELF!

The Poppy Club,
Meads Avenue,

Little Common,
Bexhill TN39 4SZ.
Tel: 01424 842710

littlecommonlegion.co.uk

Y

POPPY CLUB

i~ ﬂ : .

POPRYICEUS

EW MEMBERS
WELCOME!

Your Social Oasis in Little Common!

POPPY CLUB

v Weekly Meat Raffle
v Monthly Quiz
v line-dancing

v Bridge/Whist Club
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READ E RS’ LETTE RS Write to the editor: Letters@Bexhill. News

HODGE PODGE OF CLICHES

Dear Editor, | came rather late to reading the
Opinion piece by Kim Mayo and | have to say |
expected better from someone that has spent so
long in the media than this, a piece which was,
in my opinion of course, a lazy hodge podge of
clichés.

Has social media changed the landscape? Of course,
it has. Isit all for the better? Probably not but what it
has done is remove the role of the likes of Editors to
be gatekeepers. | am sorry if that has affected their
“snowflake” sensibilities but there we are.

“Snowflake” being a pejorative for someone who
expresses an opinion you don’t like is hardly breaking
down the barriers to engagement and debate is it?

It’s just, again in my opinion, a lazy cliché, a modern
rehash of “politically correct”, whatever the hell that
was and does nothing to open up conversations
on whatis and isn’t an acceptable way to behave
toward people of any political stripe.

Then we have the claim of individuals being
“cancelled”.

I’m sorry, | seem to have completely
misunderstood the situation the two named
individuals have found themselves in, | thought they
both had access to the media to present their views,
having television programmes, and interviews in the
media as well as all social media platforms.

That was my mistake and | apologise for it; little
did I know that they had been reduced to sitting
mumbling in the local pub writing letters to the
papers in the desperate hope of being heard.

I might also ask why it is Kim seems to believe it is
ok for someone to say something publicly but itisn’t
ok for anyone to challenge that position?

Is free speech limited only to those that make the

original statement?

Kim, in my view, has made the same mistake as
many, many others in that they have confused the
right to free speech and the obligation of others to
have to listen to it, and the belief that our views,
having been shared, have no right to be challenged,
that free speech goes only one way and the
publishers are obliged to share them.

Every time one of us has a view should all media be
required to carry it?

Do | have to listen to you?

Do the owners of private platforms not have the
right, within the law, to decide who or what they
publish?

Did GB News have the right to suspend Guto Harri
in response to the viewers displeasure at him taking
the knee? Or is that form of cancelling, ok?

What about the current Bud Lite situation, is that ok?

My god, some of the right-wing press and
columnists’ reaction to any centre or centre-left
politicians is incredible and like it or not they are
exercising what you consider to be freedom of the
press.

Morgan has his TV show, Clarkson could get a job
on either The Times or GBNews at the drop of a
hat and it would be a commercial decision for both
parties.

It is money talking, a particular platform or
channelin the commercial world might feel that
the words or behaviour of a contributor doesn’t fit
with theirimage or the ideals of the reader, and as a
consequence could affect their bottom line.

Equally, they might feel that attracting certain
presenters or writers will improve it.

Kim knows all about readership analysis, which
demographic you are trying to reach and its

importance in making or breaking a platform.

By the by, did either of them have a previously

unblemished record or is it a pattern of behaviour?
Finally, the notion that IPSO is somehow the

Bastian of taste and mores is frankly ridiculous, they

are a group of people with opinions like any other.

Comments within the law will be made or
published by all manner of platforms whether they
be to the right or the left and suggesting otherwise is
disingenuous at best.

This piece came across as bemoaning the fact
that “right-wing/right of centre” believers are more
prone to having people try and shut them down,
which in my view, is a gross misrepresentation of the
actuality.

The vast majority of newspapers in this country
are to the right and they constantly attempt to
demean and dismiss voices from the “left”, so
show consistency if you want support, caveating
“snowflakes” with “so-called” fools no one.

It seems to me that Kim came across as another
“snowflake”, not accepting the changing dynamics
of the modern world and someone still believing that
the press knows best.

| am someone that believes in a “free press” for
reporting purposes but don’t believe that covers
freedom to be obnoxious and abusive without being
accountable, if only by the marketplace.

Ps “Remember snowflakes melt away”, oh for
goodness’ sake, that’s one of those sign-offs that
might look good at the time but is meaningless, |
mean, what does it actually mean?

Kim isn’t trying to persuade anyone and frankly
whilst the lofty view atop his equine might feel
disappointing, if no one else experiences it then it
has no value.

See, another meaningless sign-off that seems all
pithy and wonderous but says very little. Sorry, an
unnecessary dig there, just expressing an opinion.

But guess what, people are free to moan, whether
they be columnists or your average person in the
street and they are free to moan about the moaning
opinions of others.

Gary McCabe

AFOUL PROBLEM
Dear Editor, Thank you for highlighting the dog
problem in Bexhill.

I have, on occasion, reported dogs fouling on the
beach while owners turn their backs on them and
ignore the mess. | have reported dogs being walked
on the promenade with no lead. When | reminded a
dog owner about the lead rule, they told me that they
were allowed to let them off the lead. The dog had
jumped up to my husband’s back, nearly knocking
him over. | have reported dogs on the ‘No dogs
beach’, sending photographs of five of them on one
occasion when | had taken my granddaughter there
to avoid the nuisance of dogs doing what dogs do.

The answer that | have been given is that the dog
warden can’t be everywhere.

Your article has drawn attention to problems
arising from the current fashion for having dogs.
Recreation grounds and beaches have become
unpleasant places as a result of this trend.

It would be appropriate to ban dogs on the whole
of Bexhill beach during spring and summer as is the
case in most coastal towns. At present, only the small
area in front of the De La Warr pavilion is designated
for humans only and this is abused by irresponsible
dog owners.

Best Regards, Jennifer Miller

LOOKING FOR STYLISH & AFFORDABLE FASHION?

WARDS GROUP IS AN INDEPENDENT FAMILY-OWNED BUSINESS OFFERING DISTINCTIVE FASHION FOR MEN AND WOMEN, COMBINED WITH PERSONAL SERVICE.

STUNNING DRE$§ES FOR SUMMER PARTIES AND WEDDINGS

£165 TO ’£265

\. 4

A g

WARDS

s CLOTHING COMPANY s

36 Devonshire Road, Bexhill-on-Sea BN40 1BA

(01424) 210 548 www.wardsgroup.co.uk
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BEXHILL - DEVONSHIRE ROAD
MAYBUGS.CO.UK

LED LIGHT-UP

ALL WAX MELT BURNER LAMPS

MAYBUGS

DISCOUNT
VOUCHER

10% OFF
EVERYTHING
WITH THIS
VOUCHER

DEVONSHIRE ROAD BEXHILL
All Clocks NEXT TO ICELAND

INSTORE PURCHASES ONLY, VALID
10% UNTIL JUNE 30TH 2023

Offers end 30th June 2023
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MAN JAILED AFTER ATTEMPTING
THREE BANKS

sl !

“I'm not f****** about.
Just pass me the 10s + 20s
and no one will get hurt”.

R

®

! &
Alan Slattery !M . N

i

L

69-year-old bungling pensioner who me The £10s and £20s no and no-one will get He appeared before Lewes Crown Court on officers and charged within just 12 hours.
A attempted to rob three banks in Bexhill hurt.” Wednesday 5 April and was sentenced to 32 “He was also remanded in custody to prevent
and St Leonards has been jailed. Slattery’s shameless request was refused by staff months imprisonment. him from re-offending and causing further harm
Alan Slattery, of Hoad’s Wood Road, Hastings, and he left on foot without obtaining any money Inspector Olivia Carroll, of the Hastings and to our communities.
passed a note over to staff at the National Building  and leaving the note at all three branches. Rother Neighbourhood Policing Team, said: “I welcome this custodial sentence, which
Society in St Leonards and in Bexhill as well as Following CCTV enquiries, Slattery was swiftly “Slattery is well-known for his previous offences shows Sussex Police will not tolerate business
at Natwest in Bexhill demanding they give him arrested and charged with three counts of in the area and could therefore be easily identified  crime, and we will continue to work alongside the
money from the till. attempted robbery following the incidents on by staff who reported the incidents to us. business community to protect them from harm
The note read: “I'm not f****** about. Just pass ~ Friday 10 February. “This led to him being quickly arrested by and bring perpetrators to justice.”

PENSIONS | LIFEINSURANCE | SAVINGS | INVESTMENTS | ESTATE PLANNING | MORTGAGES

cmm— Craig Parkinson Cert CIl (MP & ER)

; * Mortgage and Protection Consultant
T:
E:

www.mycontinuum.co.uk

Continuum (Financial Services) LLP, Falcon House, Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth, PL7 5JY T: +44 (0)345 643 0770 E: info@mycontinuum.co.uk www.mycontinuum.co.uk
Continuum is a trading name of Continuum (Financial Services) LLP Falcon House, Eagle Road, Langage, Plymouth, PL7 5JY which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.




Victorian Hevday Events

St Barnabas Church, Bexhill has planned a programme of
fun and entertainment — come and join them in
celebrating their rich Victorian Heritage.

SATURDAY 10TH JUNE 10AM —3.30 PM
Craft Fair with a Victorian flavour and tra-
ditional crafts demonstrations.

SATURDAY 10TH JUNE 7PM
Trinity College of London Harp Students.
The students harpists, including two from
Ukraine, will be performing a showcase of
repertoire both old and new. Admission:
retiring collection.

FRIDAY 16TH JUNE 11AM
Sussex Day Charter read by Paul Lendon,
Sussex Day Lead.

Music and refreshments and fun!
Admission free — donations welcomed.

SATURDAY 17TH JUNE 7.30PM
‘Piano in the Parlour’ — Kenneth Roberts
Come and enjoy an evening of music and

talk in the Victorian Parlour.
Admission: Ticket £12 from Second Spin
(cash), Bexhill Choral Society or on the

SATURDAY 24TH JUNE 8 PM
Music from the West End Shows —
Lizzii Hills
Lizzii is well known for her part as the
Witch in the Palladium show Wizard of
Oz. Also for her generous gift of entertain-
ing Bexhill residents throughout the pan-
demic. Admission: retiring collection.

WEDNESDAY 28TH JUNE 10AM
A Living Museum — St Peter and St Paul
Primary School. Come and talk to famous
Victorian characters. The children in
Year 4 will be presenting their ‘Victorian
Living Museum’ where they will be mak-

ing famous historical figures from the Vic-

torian Period ‘come alive’. Admission free
— donation welcomed.

ST BARNABAS PARISH CHURCH
Cantelupe Road (corner with Sea Road),

Bexhill-on-Sea TN401JG
Registered Charity No 1201059
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HE people of Bexhill came out in
Tsurprisingly high numbers to celebrate

the Coronation of King Charles III and
Queen Camilla on May 6.

Despite atrocious weather throughout the day,
heavy rain lashing down both in Bexhill and
London, more than 300 people turned up on the
seafront lawns with their rain capes, umbrellas
and picnic chairs to make the most of the day by
watching the event on the Bexhill Chamber of
Commerce big screen.

Bexhill Chamber of Commerce President
Howard Martin said; “ This is the strength of our
community spirit in Bexhill that so many people
still turned out despite the weather.”

Buenos Aires guest house owner Rachel Keevil,
who was a patron of the event, said: “We were all
soaking wet but with big smiles on our faces as
we at least had an opportunity to come together
and celebrate the Coronation.

“We will never forget where we were the day
the King was crowned.”

TO PUT DAMPENER g
ON CORONATION #5225
CELEBRATIONS ( '

DOWNPO

JUNE

e

The event was sponsored and supported ON .
by Bexhill Chamber of Commerce and their
business members.

Greg Rose of Maybugs gifts, who were the big
screen designated sponsor, said: “We are very
pleased to be able to support events in Bexhill as
whatever the weather they bring our community
together and that is more important than anything.”

The only disappointment on the day was that
due to safety concerns around the atrocious
weather the planned open air evening concert
of live music from Rother Community Choir,
Lea Goddard, the Sound Syndicate and the
Rockitmen could not go ahead.

However, the choir did give everyone a great
Last Night of the Proms singalong in the De La
Warr Pavilion foyer area.

Mr Martin said: “The Coronation Concert has
not been cancelled, we won'’t let the weather
beat us. We have merely postponed it until we
can get into the De La Warr auditorium to give
Bexhill a second chance to celebrate this fantastic
occasion.”
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BEXHILL-ON-SEA
TOWN COUNCIL UPD

CORONATION BANDSTAN
CELEBRATION AND BEXHILL
SHOWCASE EXTRAVAGANZA!

he Town Council was pleased to support the organisation s e
of the Bexhill Showcase on 20th May 2023. The event was " 44] & it

the idea of Bexhill resident Geoff Thompkins, and it was
all about showing off our lovely volunteer organisations and
promoting the “best of Bexhill” . Here is just a snapshot of the day
for you to enjoy!

At the Bandstand we enjoyed so much great local entertainment,
including Kevin Terrell raising money for Macmillan Cancer with
his Busking initiative and a another stunning parade by the Little
Common Royal British Legion Branch, that joined the RBL Band in
a great start to the day. Thanks to everyone involved, we hope you
enjoyed the day as much as we did.

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer for this unique
project, please contact town.clerk@bexhilltowncouncil.gov.uk to
express an interest.

Il B:
N

Bexhill Breather:

SEARCH
AND
/ RESCUE

S 3 " -
_ Christians Against Povel o % theBandstand
" < 77 -3 i
zw'. w8
X [ il
\? Please suppol

ogs
0y 4 'l your local Gui
@ Dogs Group

7 e . N

East Sussex Fire and Rescue L. Community Supporters {88

=i

Bexhill Family Collectivé i : Homecall §

UPCOMING MEETINGS BEXHILL-ON-SEA TOWN COUNCIL

Full Council Wednesday 7th June 2023 6.30pm. Please check 35 Western Road, Bexhill-on-Sea TN40 1DU
our website for the agenda as venues and times can be subject Open: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 10am-12pm, and 12:30pm-2:30pm

to change. Contact: town.clerk@bexhilltowncouncil.gov.uk * www.bexhilltowncouncil.gov.uk
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KNOW YOUR GARDEN

By Emma Reece, Head Gardener at Bates Green Garden

JUNE 2023

GARDENING 19

Bates Green Garden, an RHS Partner Garden, is

open every Wednesday until 25th October 2023. For details

please go to the website www.batesgreengarden.co.uk
and follow the garden on Instagram @batesgreengarden

June is the glorious month of the Summer Solstice. This means
that, here in the Northern Hemisphere, our part of the planet is
tilted towards the sun resulting in increased sunlight and warmer
temperatures.

If the last few years have been anything to go by, June also heralds
dry weather conditions and we, as gardeners, have a responsibility
to use water wisely. Water is a limited and valuable resource that we
must not waste.

Let us start with our soil. This is the most important aspect of
gardening for me, if we can get our growing media right the plants
will respond well. We are always told to ‘add organic matter’ but why
should we do this?

Itis all about humus-not the chickpea delight we enjoy eating but the
result of decomposition by soil microorganisms of leaves, stems and
other plant material. Organic matter such as homemade compost and
mushroom compost contain this magical dark material called humus,
and the more of it we can incorporate into our garden plots and
borders the better. Humus dramatically increases the water holding
capacity of your soil as well as improving soil fertility so, when you are
planting out your summer bedding, herbaceous perennials, vegetable
plants or shrubs, water them in really well and then apply a thick
layer of organic mulch around your new plants. Make sure the organic
material doesn’t touch the stems of your plants and then you can relax
and let the worms do their job by dragging the material through the
soil for you. No need to dig. Over time, if you continue to do this, your
soil will hold onto the water it receives in the wet months and make it
available to your plants over the summer.

The second aspect of watering wisely is to collect and store as much
rainwater as you possibly can. Every roof can fill a water butt, houses,
sheds, greenhouses, garages can all provide water if they have gutters
and a down pipe. Rainwater is better for your plants anyway, especially
ericaceous plants such as azaleas and blueberries. Local councils are

Saturday June 24th, 12-
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keen for us to save water and will often sell water buttsin bulk ata
reduced cost so get together with your friends and neighbours and
write to your local councillor!

Let us now consider how we water our plants. Here at Bates Green
Garden, we target the following plants and soak them thoroughly
every few days rather than little and often. Direct the flow of water to
the roots of the plantin question, the foliage doesn’t need a shower,
you want all the moisture to get to the root ball.

If watering is on the agenda at Bates Green Garden, we will aim to
getitall completed as the very first job of the day. This way, the plants
can make the most of any available sunshine and warm temperatures
without being held back by lack of water. We find that if we water in
the evening, this encourages slugs and snails to predate. We focus on
the following types of plants.

Annuals — | recommend that you sow these directly into the ground
where they are to flower-pick varieties that can tolerate dry summers
such as poppies, nigella and larkspur. Try to sow them when there is
rain forecast, you can sow a few every week in order to have colourin
your borders for a longer period of time. Keep the seedbed moist until
you can see they have germinated and then soak them once a week

until they are growing away strongly. The same principle can be applied
to vegetables: carrots, lettuce and herbs like coriander and basil.

Newly planted hedges, trees and shrubs — Woody material like
this needs to be established well in order to thrive and give you many
years of joy. Trees in particular benefit from being planted with a
piece of perforated pipe protruding out of the surface of the soil so
that you can direct the water where it is needed, which is the root area
of the plant. Mulching really helps here too, once the ground around
your plants has been soaked, apply a thick layer of organic matter to
improve the soil structure and to prevent evaporation.

Herbaceous perennials — If we follow the wise premise of ‘right
plant right place’, once we have got our border plants established in
their allotted spaces, they should not require a great deal of watering
as they should be chosen to suit that particular soil type and their
ability to withstand sun or shade.

Fruit and vegetables-these generally require a great deal of water,
and this is where your water butts or home designed storage facilities
will come into their own. Water them well when they first go in and at
key points in their growth cycle such as flowering and fruiting times.

Containers — This type of gardening is very versatile and also
great fun as you can change the display, move pots around and grow
species that wouldn’t necessarily survive in the ground. However, it is
important to remember that their roots are artificially restricted and
cannot travel down to find the water table. Containerised plants are
therefore totally reliant on their gardener to supply them with all the
water and nutrients they require. You cannot even rely on rainfall as
this will often drip off any dense foliage and onto the ground below
totally avoiding the roots.

Here endeth the lesson for June. Enjoy your watering, it gives you
the opportunity to admire your precious plants close up, to check their
growth and to look out for any early signs of infestation or disease.

You can also smell the roses.
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ARE YOU STRONGE
HAS YOUR CUTE BUNDLE OF FLUFF TURNED INTO A
TEENAGE TROUBLEMAKER WHO IGNORES AND
EMBARRASSES YOU?
/ZII YOU CONFUSED, LACKING
NCE AND RUNNING _
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THEN SIGN UP NOW FOR MY ‘TAME

ENOUGH TO WALKYOUR PUPPY?

' OUT OF

Slushie Drinks, Strawberries & Ice Cream, High
Strikers, Hook A Duck, Under 5's Softplay, Inflatable
Assault Course, Raffle, Lucky Dip, BBQ, Face
Painting and much, much morel!

Entry £1, Under 11’s go free

YOUR TEENAGE TROUBLEMAKER’

TRAINING FOUR WEEK CLASSES.

Mondays at 7:30pm (evening class). Held at Pebsham Community
Hub, or Friday’s held at St Stephen’s church 1pm (daytime class).

“I found Harriet very approachable, and she explained things clearly,

I feel more confident and in control. The training answered all my
concerns. Thank you for providing a fun filled 4 weeks of knowledge and
reassurance.” Lisa and River

There’s only 4 spaces in every class, so every owner gets the personalised
help they need. My classes are very popular, so you need to apply for a
space visit: pawtasticgundogadventures.co.uk/training-classes
orscan the QR Code below.

PSWTASTIC

GUNDOG ADVENTURES




20 NEwWs

JUNE 2023

For the latest local news, visit: www.Bexhill.News

WHY BEING BORING IS NOW
CONSIDERED TO BE THE SAFEST OPTION

BY KIM MAYO

I have set myself the task of writing the most boring newspaper
column ever, steering well clear of any controversy so feel free to
stifle ayawn.

Everyone it seems these days is offended by something — so when
you find yourself in a social situation, it is best to stay mute if a
controversial topic crops up

Say, for instance, you are in the pub and someone slags off the King
and Queen’s Coronation. What do | think? Northing. It is not worth the
hassle.

The same applies to politics. Now we are in minefield territory. Say
anything negative about Rishi Sunak and the Tories will be up in arms.
The same applies to Sir Keir Starmer with Labour supporters reacting
in horror at any negativity. Therefore it is paramount to remain firmly
divorced from any heated debate.

Many books are now being “reimagined” for modern audiences in
order to ensure that no-one can possibly be offended.

What do | think? Again, nothing. Although | did once have rather a
soft spot for Ronald Dahl’s children’s books when | was a kid. However,
he has been cancelled, so | take that back. | now have no opinion on
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory whatsoever.

The future of the planet? Don’t even go there. The ongoing debate
between motorists and cyclists over who is right when it comes to the
rules of the road. I’'m avoiding that one as well.

If James May wants to drive a Ferrari then so be it. Jeremy Vine likes
pedalling through central London with a camera strapped to his head?
Well if it makes him happy then so be it.

Religion is off-topic. Any discussion always ends badly and is best
avoided at all costs if you take my advice.

* Rental

* Self-Employed & Construction Tax
e Limited Companies

- &__mxﬁwtaazacmmdﬁfjiﬁﬁi!&’ﬁﬁﬁmm

Open Monday—Frlday 9am-4.30pm
Vi ailable" (please enquure) »

Home visits av

ax returns & Capital Gains Tax
* HMRC Problems & Advice

Craythorne House, Burnside Mews,
London Rd, Bexhill on Sea TN39 3LE

www.porterassociates.co.uk

Then there is the matter of sexuality and pronouns. I have no views
on the subject. Identify as whatever you like and enjoy life but don’t
attempt to draw me into the conversation. It is simply not worth it.

You see, it is possible to be completely neutral and revel in being the
most boring person on Earth from the moment you step outside of your
front door. This is the new me and so far it is working an absolute treat.

There are exceptions of course, but they are few and far between. My
girlfriend will discuss practically anything and doesn’t take offence if |
disagree with her point of view. Hence the reason she is my partner.

But in the wider world having an opinion which might be at odds with
others can land you in hot water.

As | have stated previously, | avoid social media like the plague.
Seriously, why do people post opinions on the likes of Facebook and
Twitter? You are just asking for trouble.

So, if you see a man in a hat sitting alone in your local pub nursing a
glass of wine and listening attentively to nearby conversations then that
is me.

But don’t attempt to engage me in any debate because | don’t do that
any more!

Don’t read a book in public because someone will take offence at
what you have chosen. Do | prefer Billy Joel to Harry Styles? | have no
opinion.

This is the new world order and | am rather enjoying it. What do | think
about any given subject? | will keep any thoughts to myself thanks very
much.

I am now the most boring person in Britain, a title | have bestowed
upon myself. And you know what? That is absolutely fine and dandy.

By writing this | have cured my own insomnia so thank you and
goodnight.
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THE ALBATROSS CLUB

at other times.

CaII us on

A 01424 214900

INSTITUTE OF
FINANCIAL
ACCOUNTANTS®

A MEMBER OF THE IPA GROUP

adjacent to the main upstairs bar.

®OroyaL
AIRFORCES

Association

The charity that supports the RAF family

RAFA 1066 BRANCH, THE ALBATROSS CLUB, 15 MARINA ARCADE, BEXHILL-ON-SEA,
EAST SUSSEX, TN40 1JS. TEL: 01424 212916

The Albatross Club is a multi award winning members club situated on the seafront. We have
a continually changing selection of 5 real ales & 3 real ciders as well as an excellent selection of
wines, spirits and soft drinks. Teas & coffees are also available.

We hold a variety of regular events including: Live music, Bingo evenings, Blues nights, Folk
nights, Vinyl nights, Monthly quiz, Weekly meat & bottle raffles are held each Friday & Sunday
respectively, Food is served Friday lunchtimes, bar snacks & freshly prepared rolls are available

Downstairs a large function room with a bar is available to hire along with a smaller room

Please feel free to pop in & have a look around next time you are passing. New members are
always welcome and application forms are available from the bar.

Non-members, Campaign For Real Ale (CAMRA) members and guests of members are able to
enter the club by signing in at the bar and paying £1.
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A MATTER OF TASTE

We send anonymous members of the team to check out local pubs, cafes and restaurants to give you an
honest review. These visits are not pre-arranged, and the venues do not know they are reviewing the

food and drink!

BENTLEY’S SMOKEHOUSE

re youready to delveinto
A the delicious world of

A Matter of Taste once
again? Thanks for joining us on
our latest culinary adventure!

Bentley’s Smokehouse is the
second establishment in Bexhill
from the Bentley’s family, the
first being Bentley’s Steakhouse
on Western Road, whilst
Bentley’s Smokehouse is situated
on Devonshire Road.

So we're off to Devonshire
Road’s Bentley’s Smokehouse
today...

From the moment we entered,
we were welcomed warmly by
the friendly and approachable
staff, whose only dress code is a
Texan checkered shirt, jeans and
abroad smile. The attention to
detail, service and timely manner
is effortless as we were shown to
a seat within seconds with an extensive menu to
look over. Although we’ve been here before we
had no idea just how big the place was as we were
shown to a seat around the corner. A little booth
in a hideaway under a corrugated tin roof and
oodles of rustic charm. Such fun! I personally
love all the character of the place, which ensures
you get an individual experience here.

Our son decided to chow down on the half rack
of St Louis Pork Ribs from the children’s menu,
with sides of fries and corn on the cob. Whilst us
adults tucked into the Bentley’s Sharing Platter
which consisted of Ribs, Wings, Hot Links, Pulled
Pork & Sourdough Bread with Beef Dripping
Butter, BBQ Sauce and Bentley’s Bourbon Glaze
— an incredible assortment of food and flavours
to share. There’s plenty to eat and it’s extremely
filling.

Presented on sleek tin platters lined with
branded non-stick parchment which provides
the perfect blend of attractive aesthetics and is
beautifully presented at the same time. They
say you eat with your eyes, which is why how it’s
presented to you is so important.

It was all a taste sensation for the truly hungry.
However, one of the things I loved about this
particular meal that I've never had anywhere else
was the sourdough bread with the beef dripping
butter. It was so tasty, although I would’ve liked
a slightly bigger helping of the beef dripping! The
hot links were also a standout item and a rare
treat, something you don’t get anywhere else.

Hot link sausage is a delicious Southern
speciality that’s short, fat, and bright red in
colour. Often made with a blend of pork and beef,
this sausage gets its signature spicy kick from
red pepper flakes and cayenne pepper, as well as
other aromatic spices. If you haven't tried it yet I
would highly recommend it.

The staff are always happy to help with dietary
restrictions, taste preferences or questions about
the menu.

At Bentley’s, dining is more than a meal —it's
an experience! The team is dedicated to ensuring
that all guests leave happy and satisfied with their
meal. I'm aware of a situation where a customer
visited with a severe airborne nut allergy, and
they went the extra mile to ensure that the day’s
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A sharing platter with sweet potato fries

menu was nut-free to make them feel welcome.
That’s what you call going above and beyond
what's expected but nothing is too much trouble
for the team at Bentley’s.

If you're not talking about the food the next
best conversation is the cool wall décor?
Together with the character and charm of the
place, their collection of posters featuring iconic
American outlaws, wanted dead or alive, is a
winner amongst the guests as everyone loves the
aesthetic appeal and interesting historical trivia.

You only need to visit their Facebook page to
see the hundreds of customers who can attest to
the exceptional service and delicious food they
provide.

We've been given the heads up that big
sister Bentley’s Steakhouse is to undergo a
refurbishment. Having been open for 10 years
now, it’s obviously wanting to update its image
and get refreshed for the summer. Don’t worry,
we'll let you know when it’s back up and running!
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PRICES

30 minute class

£3.00

40 minute class

£4.00

60 minute class

£5.00

Weekly class pass

£18.00

Yoga 4:30-5.30pm Total Barre 6-7pm
Tai Chi 4:15-5:15pm Yoga 6-7pm
Total Body Conditioning 10-11am

Pilates 5-6pm

Mind, Body Fusion (Tai Chi, Yoga & Relaxation) 4-5pm

PLUS 30, 40 & 60 MINUTE POP-UP CLASSES!
(eg: Relaxation / Stretch / HIIT / Miniball Tai Chi / Fusion Classes)

f
Sarah Warner’s Exercise Classes

FRIENDLY, AFFORDABLE
& PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

LONG ESTABLISHED COMPANY
PROFESSIONAL FITTING
FRIENDLY SERVICE
VINYLS, LAMINATES, RUGS
& LVT FLOORING

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-5PM (CLOSED WEDNESDAYS)
SATURDAY SAM-MIDDAY

" ' CALL 01424 218337

LAMINATE.

" B8 |24 41 NINFIELD RD, SIDLEY,
BEXHILL-ON-SEA TN39 5AE
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ACCLAIMED ACTOR PUTS ON STUNNING
ONE-MAN SHOW AT DE LA WARR

BY KIM MAYO

OME actors are fortunate enough to bag one era-defining
Srole and that certainly proved to be the case for Richard E
Grant.

THE Swaziland-born star of Withnail and I entertained a packed
out auditorium at the De LA Warr in a two-hour plus show packed
with anecdotes about his childhood, the death of his beloved wife
and how he established his career in Britain after a somewhat
rocky start.

Grant had arrived in Britain with little more than a suitcase and
dreams of making it in the notoriously tough film business.

He scratched a living initially while living in West London before
the opportunity of a lifetime cropped up as he auditioned for the
title role in notoriously difficult writer-drictor Bruce-Robinson’s
semi-autobiographical film Withnail and I.

The film, which has become a cult classic over the years certainly
evokes fond memories for those of a certain age with Grant playing
the alcoholic, chain-smoking title character.

It was a role made for him, even though in real life the affable
Grant neither drinks alcohol nor smokes.

“Iam allergic to alcohol,” he quipped. “It makes me violently ill
so I don’t drink. I have no enzymes in my blood to metabolise it.”

When quizzed by a member of the audience about the character’s
overwhelming desire to drink whatever alcohol he could get his
hands on, including “the finest wines known to humanity” the star
revealed that in fact all the cast were swigging was Ribena.

He added that the scene when the scene involving he and
Paul McGann played out the scene with Uncle Monty, superbly
portrayed by Richard Griffiths, there were so many re-shoots of
the scene where they all tucked in to roast lamb that Grant had to
have a bucket out of sight next to him so he could throw up. “I have
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Richard E Grant signs copies of his
new book for fans at the De La Warr

never eaten lamb since,” he said.

Although the show was awash with humour, it also brought a
lump to the threat when he discussed the death of his beloved
wife, the voice coach Joan Washington, who died of stage four lung
cancer in September 2021.

They had been married since 1986 and her death, Grant admitted,
has left a huge void in his life. His description of the last few hours
he spent with her before she died were absolutely heartbreaking.

He had met her when attending her classes even though as a
struggling actor he could barely afford them but she took pity on

him, cooked him dinner, he stayed the night and a true love story
was born.

In addition, he recounted tales of his extremely turbulent
childhood, which included a throughly miserable time at boarding
school before returning to the family home where matters became
even worse.

“My mum had an affair with my dad’s best friend at that time,” he
recounted. “They were both keen golfers but mum embarked on
an affair with the friend. He basically scored a hole in one.”

Unsurprisingly in the aftermath his dade turned to drink which
culminated in the then teenage Grant pouring almost his entire
stash of whisky down the sink.

He said: “I had managed to pour about 11-and-a-half of 12 bottles
away when he caught me in the act.

“We had a huge row which culminated in the garden. He was
drunk and held a loaded pistol to my temple.

‘Go on then, pull the trigger’. As the young Richard threw
himself to the floor his dad did just that, the bullet missing him
by a whisker. Had his dad succeeded, it could have been a very
different story as there would have been no Withnail nor the Oscar
nomination for Can You Ever Forgive Me, the wonderful 2018 film
he made with Melissa McCarthy.

After the interval, Grant then took questions from the audience
with his usual self-deprecating wit and considerable candour.

One questioner asked whether he was dating again. “No, [ am not
ready for that yet,” he replied with a wry smile. “It has only been 18
months since my wife died.”

It was the perfect end to a wonderful evening, although the actor
was further detained afterwards in the foyer as he signed copies of
his latest autobiography entitled A Pocketful of Happiness.

“Everyone should try and have a pocketful of happiness each
day,” he said. How true and how apt.
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~ Deal of the Month =
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Minimum spend
£12.00

@

Fvening Indian takeaway

opening deals

on all collection

Tuesday to Thursday

Excluding set meals

‘The offer ends on 01.07.2023
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www.desibites.uk 01424217926 49 Devonshire Rd,

Bexhill-on-Sea
TN40 1BD
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BEXHILL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND TOURISM UPDATE

CHAMBER ECHOES =

Bexhill Chamber

of Commerce

and Tourism
BUSINESS « PROSPERITY -« COMMUNITY

BUILDING A

BETTER BEXHILL?

egeneration is a word politicians use
Rto justify how much they spend on
consultants or to claim credit for a

new shop opening on the high street. While
nearly all business investment is welcome,
regeneration has to be more than justa
buzzword if it is to be effective in shifting the
economic hierarchy of a town like Bexhill.

Regeneration has to be driven by a long-term
vision that transcends administrations and
political whims. There has to be a consistency
that gives businesses and communities a sense
of ownership in the places where they live and
work. Real regeneration isn’t just about money
being thrown at an area by Government, it is
about a fundamental change in the culture of a
place that allows it to properly grow and develop
alongside shifts in population demographics
and changes in expectations and aspirations.
A real regeneration plan needs to be adhered

to for at least twenty years and not be merely a
throwaway political slogan.

Unfortunately, we have been trapped in
the past by politicians lazily labelling us as
a retirement town instead of embracing the
challenges of how to build on the vision of
Bexhill as the sophisticated, discerning resort it
was originally planned to be.

This has created a deeply embedded culture of
silo thinking and blinkered policies that actively
deter investment by technology companies,
hotels, leisure providers, hospitality businesses
and international-level multiples.

The consequences of this are economic
stagnation, the deprivation of our town centre
and the almost complete lack of investment
in sustainable business development. This
has to end if we are to build a better Bexhill.
The swathes of new homes across the area are
bringing fresh millennial blood to town on the

STARKWARNING ISSUED
BY COUNCIL OVER
CRUMBLING CLIFFS

WITH summer on its way East Sussex County
Council is reminding people of the risks the
county’s spectacular cliffs can pose.

Each year thousands of tonnes of chalk fall from
the cliffs, which stretch from Eastbourne to Seaford
Head without warning, posing a danger to those
on the cliff top and those walking or sitting on the
beach below.

Despite the dangers, visitors regularly stand
too close to the edge of the cliffs for a photo
opportunity or sit at the base of the cliff, beneath
the unstable chalk.

East Sussex County Council has again this year
teamed up with organisations along the coast to
urge people to take care.

The joint campaign is being promoted by The
National Trust, South Downs National Park
Authority, Sussex Wildlife Trust, Seaford Town
Council, Wealden District Council, Eastbourne
Borough Council, Lewes District Council and Rother
District Council.

Councillor Claire Dowling, the county council’s
lead member for transport and environment, said:

“We are incredibly lucky to have such a beautiful
coastline in East Sussex, which attracts visitors
from far and wide.

“But the cliffs are extremely unstable and prone
to regular chalk falls, putting visitors at risk if they
don’t take care when on top of the cliffs or on the
beach below.

“We want people to be able to come to East

Sussex and enjoy the beautiful surroundings, but to
do so safely.”

People are also being urged to be aware of tide
times to avoid becoming cut off by the incoming
tide or being forced to walk too close to the base of
the cliffs to avoid the rising sea water.

Incidents of walkers being stranded on the beach
after being cut off by the tide happen frequently.
Visitors can check www.tidetimes.org.uk for tide
times.

If visitors see anyone in danger or witness
someone who has fallen, they are urged to call 999
immediately and ask for the Coastguard and not
attempt to rescue them.

De La Warr Pavilion received a £25m refurbishment -

back of homebuyer schemes and changed post
covid work patterns.

Bexhill is getting younger and the aspirations
of the residents are now driven by a clamber
for leisure lifestyles rather than palliative care
for a dying town. Bexhill Chamber are on the
frontline of the battle for growth as a point of
contact for businesses looking to invest, but
there is a perception that Bexhill is closed for
business because we are fighting against an
institutionalised culture that defaults to planning
refusals, no grant funding and no incentives
compared to our neighbours.

With a £25m refurbishment of the De La Warr
Pavilion promised and an additional £20m in

“levelling up” funding coming down the pipeline
alongside a potential Northeye Dividend of
millions per year. Bexhill can no longer plead
poverty and blame yesterday for our failings
tomorrow. For over a decade, plans have
existed for real long-term regeneration based on
sustainable high-speed transport links, attracting
leisure, hotel and hospitality developments,
expanding technology-based employment and
developing an arts and culture-led business
model. We don’t need to be wasting more time
and money on consultants, we need immediate
action, we need strong leadership who will

work with us all to deliver a better Bexhill for
everyone.
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Saturday 15th July

Mam until 3.30pm
ARK ALEXANDRA/HELENSWOOD PLAYING FIELD

THE RIDGE, ST LEONARD'S ON SEA, TN37 7PS
(OPPOSITE THE CONQUEST HOSPITAL)

FREE ENTRY

JOIN US FOR LOTS OF FUN!
+ Coconut shy *
- Crock smash -

*Zs’YRlENDS' * Traditional games * For more information
& % - Grand Summer Raffle - follow us on Facebook
% - Entertainment - L]
2, e, i: - Craft stalls - -
Qf’?fsr “33 -Bar & BBQ -
ity NoA and much more!
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CL// For People in Property... Sales, Lettings & Property Management
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"l was recommend to use this agent as | am not local to the PrOfeS S | O nal ’ PrO aCt |Ve
area and | have no regrets, very helpful and they all try hard

and put much efforts to make clients happy... | could write so & E ® E A

much more regarding my positive experience and great points fﬁ C Ie nt St at e ge nt

with Maltbys but this would be 5 pages long!
Gemma, | would like to say a special thank you to you for not
giving up on helping me with the sale of my property, and the
endless issues | had from renting to selling it before coming to

Our in depth specialist knowledge

Maltbys. Though there were so many complications on the way din d comim el-Clal INSI ght haS b ECIN
you remained so calm and professional your dedication and . 7 i
hard work made this happen for me and | am forever grateful." “ U Stff d IO @ a”y SINCC | 8 () 4

- S Al Awadi

Sy We are well-versed in current

"Maltbys manage my shops and flats ( rent collecting -
tenant interviewing - sorting any repair issues ect ect)
which makes owning tenanted properties stress free.
Forget managing your own rentals pass them over to
Maltbys and put your feet up."

legislation and pride ourselves on
ient care.

our outstanding ¢

- M Trevena
[ ER— ‘ 4 ‘il‘im‘l' S D AT
. . - ‘l"'; ;.”,‘- 4 '-'K'!ié.n
- Our range of services include: i §
— e N SR o e
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Commercial- Sales & Lettings

—
—

Residential Sales & | ettings

Property & Block Management
’ Valuation Reports
s Lcase Renewals & Assignments

Rent Reviews

WE HAVE MOVED!
57 St Leonards Road & 42-44 Sea Road, Bexhill on Sea, East Sussex TN40 1ED
Tel: 01424 730678 Email: info@maltbys.uk Web: maltbys.uk

{
naea | propertymark fj

PROTECTED




The Property

Ombudsman

Abbott &

Abbott

Estate Agents, Valuers and Lettings

Telephone:
01424 212233

JUST A SELECTION OF OUR EXCELLENT PROPERTIES
- CURRENTLY AVAILABLE! CALL US FORAVIEWING TODAY

Superbly Presented Detached 5 Bedroom/4
Reception House, Large South Facing plot

FOR SALE: £695,000

Spacious Detached 3 bedroom/2 Reception Bunga-
low, Quiet Cul De Sac Location

FOR SALE: £1,300,000

Unique Detached 4 double bedroom/6 Reception
Room Villa with Cinema Room

Beautifully Presented Detached 4 bedroom House
with new kitchen & bathrooms

Purpose Built 2 Bedroom Ground Floor Flat, oppo-
site the beach - Superb Sea Views

ESERNSE

FOR SAL

Well Presented and Spacious 3 Bedroom/2
Reception Detached House

Charming Detached 2 Bedroom Bungalow with 29’
Lounge/Dining Room

Semi-Detached 3 Bedroom Bungalow set in Pretty
Gardens, Quiet Cul De Sac Near Bexhill Down

— .

ABBOTT & ABBOTT ESTATE AGENTS, VALUERS, AND LETTINGS

3 Bedroom/2 Reception Character House with
Conservatory & 60’ Rear Garden

Contact.us to arrange your FREE VALUATION!

Abbott &
Abbott

Estate Agents, Valuers.and Lettings

25 DEVONSHIRE ROAD, BEXHILL ON SEA, TN40 1AH
Tel: 01424 212233 Email: sales@abbottandabbott.co.uk
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INDEPENDENT LETTING AND
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11 LARKHILL, BEXHILL-ON-SEA FLAT 1,18A ST. LEONARDS RD, BEXHILL FLAT 1, MULBERRY HOUSE, BEXHILL
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LET AGREED LET AGREED
FLAT 10, COLLIER COURT, BEXHILL 31 KINGS ROAD, ST LEONARDS ON SEA
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Ideal office space or retail unit | Available immediately r ¥ U AT A, il |
New Lease Terms | 3 months rent as deposit Al Retail Premises | Close to Train Station
| 3 months rent in advance | New Lease Terms

£8,500 PER ANNUM £15,000 PER ANNUM

. WANT TO RENT
) YOUR PROPERTY?

Look no further, JFS Properties are an

H : Independent letting management team
2 who are here to help. Call today to get

your property valuated.

@jfsproperties
@jfscommercial

t: 01424 236585 e: info@jfsproperties.co [ info@jfscommercial.co w: jfsproperties.co
6 BUCKHURST PLACE, BEXHILL ON SEA, TN39 3PA




For the latest local news, visit: www.Bexhill.News

NINETIES BRIT POP LEGENDS
BLURLIGHT UP EASTBOURNE
WINTER GARDENS

Q

OR many of us in our forties, our musical
Finﬂuences are still as popular these days

— Qasis, Pulp, Suede and such like are still
very much played on major UK radio stations.

Hailsham News Editor Paul Gibson was invited
to witness one of the largest groups from the
nineties, Blur, playing live in Eastbourne...

“Being the age I am, the nineties were a huge
part of my life, it was the era where I was out
discovering who I was, meeting new people,
partners, living alone for the first time — we've all
been there and probably remember the biggest
chart-toppers of that time in our lives.

So, you can imagine my excitement when I
learned Brit Pop legends, Blur, were heading to
Eastbourne just days after announcing a new
album and warming up for two almost sell-out
performances at Wembley.

I first saw Blur in concert in 1995, when the
album Parklife was in its prime — I can almost
‘sing’ every word of that album and I almost wore
off the shiny bits of the CD nearly 30 years ago in
my bedroom.

As a guest, I was honoured to get into the
Winter Gardens ahead of the queues, but then, I
was faced with a very tricky decision. As a ‘ahem’
man in his late forties, do I head to the front row,
or do I engage Mr Sensible and keep a distance
to allow for visits to the bar and toilet? I then
had flashbacks from 1995, and decided to keep
a distance and enjoy the gig from a grown man’s
perspective.

The 1,000-strong, higher than average age
range crowd, gathered in anticipation of how
Blur would perform after being out of the major
touring scene for eight years. It was obvious from
the outset there were many hardcore Blur fans

in the house with some pretty retro haircuts and
more double-denim than a Levi’s factory.

Lead singer Damon Albarn, now in his mid-
fifties, was welcomed by Eastbourne with huge
roars and kicked the night off with ‘St. Charles
Square’, and a song, from their first album in
1991, ‘There’s no other way’, and within three
songs throwing a variety of drinks over the crowd
— obviously enjoying the huge welcome return.

The Eastbourne gig was the second of a series
of ‘warm up’ gigs in preparation for two dates in
July at Wembley, supported by Paul Weller. They
kicked off in their hometown of Colchester and
will see them go to Wolverhamton and Newcastle
before heading out to Europe in June. The tour
will end in Colombia in November.

For fans like me, who haven’t followed the
band in detail since the Parklife days, were kept
waiting an hour until the songs we knew came
out, kicking off with End of a Century, To The End,
followed by a huge surprise as Actor Phil Daniels,
star of the film Quadrophenia, strolled on stage to
perform the classic Parklife.

There was a moment which showed how
important warm-up gigs are when Damon called
off a song halfway through stating: “My timing
was ****”_forcing the band to start the song from
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afresh — all in the name of getting it perfect for
the rest of the tour, I suppose.

Their new album, the first in eight years, is
called The Ballad of Darren and comprises of ten
new tracks and lands in July.

Damon said: “This is an aftershock record,
reflection and comment on where we find
ourselves now.”

A lengthy five-song encore concluded the
evening ending with the stunning track from
their 1995 album The Universal.

It was obvious Damon hasn’t relaxed with age
and continues to give everything possible to
give the crowds what they want. If you're of a
certain age, then a ticket for their European and
Wembley dates is highly recommended.
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BeXh i llClaSSiﬁeds Book your listing by visiting: www.bexhill.news/classifieds

TRADE SERVICES JOB VACANCIES

g STAFF REQUIRED. Waiting and kitchen
SAMPSON TELEPHONES = DP ROOFING staff at the Little Common Poppy Club,
Ex BT Engineers N@EWN please call Pete on 07759 018606.
Need broadband oo ROOFING & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE ALL TYPES OF ROOFING

Do you have WIFI problems? Iy FASCIA SOFFITS GUTTERING
Broadband not working? y T = ETC... A&Tol‘éflgws
& FREE QUOTES

No dial tone or a noisy line? P Cheekatrade &

=

. . p SALES - SERVICE - REPAIR. ALL LEADING
fault finding and repairs HIGH QUALITY ROOFING SERVICES WORK GUARANTEED BRANDS STOCKED. SCOOTERS, LIVING AIDS,
B db d t- and ﬁ E il: dor777 h WALKING AIDS AND MUCH MORE.
roadband set-up FROM ROOF REPAIRS TO NEWROO mail: dpr777@yahoo.com 22 SACKVILLE ROAD, BEXHILL

networking your home NSO MTH 10 YEAR 07517 106711
or office, for a fast response

FREE NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATES — e _ -
Call Sampson Telephones 08009175558 I 5 2 R T S o
01424793333 /07761 507565 ; i MR

or 07769 206702

01424 532620

BUSINESS DRONE FILM / PHOTO

SERVICES. Feature your business on CBS GUTrER

film using our professional aerial CLEANING

filming and photography services. BLOCKED LEAKY GUTTERS? WE CLEARAND

Licensed and insured. Also, Estate CLEAN, REPAIRAND REPLACE ALL GUTTERS

agent photography, roof surveys, site BRERS SOFFITFSRV!\E”EN&?(\)A‘{%SF HLAFIRELIRAD, 3 3 < P
surveys undertaken. Prices from only 01424852525 CTION ON THE 25TH APRIL 2023

£195. Call 07970 245934. Est 2012. AND ACHIEVED ‘GOOD’ IN ALL FIVE DOMAINS. WE CATER FOR RESPITE

AND PERMANANT RESIDENTS IN A BEAUTIFUL SETTING, WITH
ENSUITE ROOMS AND A PRIVATE GARDEN.

FROM ONLY (£1:))5, YOU CAN PROMOTE TO
20 READERS EVERY MONTH ON THIS PAGE

Book your listing by visiting: www.bexhill-news.co.uk/classifieds

Please come and look around or call for a chat
Jo and Emma - 01424 211244. Downs Road, Bexhill-on-Sea TN39 4HD

st B g < la & v QU o S,
@% wew FIRST CLASS 4
TRADINC GROUNDWORK LIMITED gt
(APPROVED Y o ot T Drainage Works
>4 - \'\“ 9
A Roadways 'g" °*g"§“‘ Brickwork
Dri Ho: N "
riveways ",‘ o ’\\‘\ Mobility Works
Car Parks ’t; SRy, N . "\“‘ Tarmac Drives
Patios & Paths ","*‘ /{'\“ Imprinted Concrete
Concrete Work 'A"A"A‘""A AA‘ Resin Bonded
AVA I LA B L E P os I T I o N s Fo R 5 For Professional and High Quality Workmanship
HASTINGS 07850 354512
ALL WORK GAURANTEED
HIGHWAYS WORK CONTRACTOR
AR (Checkatrade i
— S Where reputation matters S
www.firstclassgroundwork.co.uk

LOW IMPACT EXERCISE
SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB EGERTON PARK

INDOOR BOWLS CLUB

EXCELLENT FACILTIES
INCLUDING g
FLAT GREEN BOWLING, 3‘— S
A RESTAURANT AND BAR, j%
SOCIAL EVENTS

AND ALL IN A FRIENDLY GRS
SAFE ENVIRONMENT. BOWLS
FOR MORE DETAILS ENQUIRE
AT THE ADDRESS OR ENGLAN D
CONTACTS BELOW.

APPLY TODAY
SUPPORT@IVYHOUSE-DEMENTIACARE.COM

EGERTON PARK INDOOR BOWLS CLUB LIMITED - EGERTON ROAD - BEXHILL

Call 01424 733354 email terryhodd@outlook.com web - www.epibc.co.uk
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Yeomans HONDA

Built on trust

YEOMANS HONDA EASTBOURNE

CAN’'T COME TO US? 4
LET US COME TO YOU!

We offer a collection and delivery ‘
service for sales, service and parts.

NEW CAR SALES . USED CAR SALES
SERVICING - MOTS
PARTS AND ACCESSORIES

CONTACT US TODAY ON
o13238 06 493

YEOMANS HONDA EASTBOURNE
Willingdon Drove, Eastbourne, 01323 306 493
East Sussex BN23 6QN yeomans.co.uk/honda

Calls may be recorded for training or quality purposes. 42420
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RIVALS FORCED TO
BOW TO EAGLETON IN

CORONATION RACES

ichard Eagleton was crowned in = & °
Rll?:xhill Sailing Club’s Coronation SO

ces during May. National pride
was enforced by four Europes competing
in the slow fleet with doyen of the
National Championships Eagleton being
followed home by Richard Bratton, Lee
Roberts and Arne Lovius.

The cadets had a real ding-dong with
Eve Fifield pipping Logan Adams into i
second, although that was reversed inrace ;
two. The fast fleet were still recovering
from the excesses of the weekend for § =
the second race, but it was Tony Witham rﬁ;&@l"“::'_
(Supernova) leading the chase all
afternoon but beaten on handicap in race
one by the Laser Radial of Andy Bullen,
followed by Colin Coard (Laser) and Bob =8
Palmer (Radial). = .

The races kept to time after a delayed start as the support boats
got confused in laying the “Crown shaped” course at race officer
Rob Harrison’s request. A hearty buffet celebration with prize
giving then followed for 50 members, prior to raising a toast to King
Charles III.

Where was the wind? That was the question the following
weekend (May 13-14).

On Saturday, with the tides, it was an early evening race and
unexciting conditions stirred a small flotilla to the water.

Tony Lane and Hanna Boston’s Dart 16A led Ben Cole’s Sprint
in the Catamarans. Malcolm Brookes (Comet) led home Richard
Bratton (Europe) in the slow fleet while Bob Palmer held off Zac
Horsley in Laser Radials in the fast fleet. Eve Fifield (Laser 4.7)
represented the cadets.

On Sunday, the tides dictated an 8.30am start for the Early Worm
series but there was even less wind. The Laser Radials of Bob
Palmer, Eve Fifield and Rick Palmer crossed the line in that order.

Well, it looked idyllic but for the Bexhill winds — North, North-
Easterley, 4/5 gusting 6 for the penultimate weekend of May.

Flat sea and sunshine weren’t enough this week. Saturday was a
“no” and Sunday morning had six boats signed on, four taking to
the water and three finishing.

Bob Palmer (Laser Radial) came first, followed by Richard
Bratton (Europe) and cadet Eve Fifield (Topper) in third. All fought

-

Hooe FC Youth marked a successful season with their
presentation day and BBQ.

The youth section now has over 130 children playing in nine teams,
including three girls’ teams, playing in the Rother Youth League,
Crowborough & District Junior League and Sussex County Women and
Girls’ League.

Club chairman Jay Skinner-Swain said: “l am extremely proud of all
the players at the club, they all work so hard and support each other
brilliantly — the club is all about them.

“l'would like to thank the club’s coaching staff and committee
members for their hard work and place on record our thanks to Hooe

HOOE FC YOUTH DISH OUT AWARDS

the heavy gusts effectively with little
assistance from the support boats.

In the May short series openers (April
29-May 1), clement weather and morning
high tides over the weekend enabled four
races to be completed.

Race 1 saw just Richard Bratton’s Europe
represent the slow fleet whilst seven
Lasers competed and were led in the end
by Bob Palmer. Etain Wythoke led the
Novices.

Race 2 saw the Europes competing,
with Bratton and Roberts led by Richard
- Eagleton, ahead of Darren and Sarah Good
| (Miracle) and Dave Kerr (Lightning) in the
. slow fleet.

Monday’s race 3 was one of a pair of
| particularly short races, the result of a
falling tide and a delay to recover the

rescue boat. It was Bob Palmer (Laser Radial) who took the fast

fleet honours ahead of Tony Witham’s Supernova, and Andy Bullen
(Laser Radial).

Richard Eagleton (Europe) won the slow fleet with Dave Kerr
second and Arne Lovius (Comet) third. Maxine Doorey and Michael
Cazzana (Laser 2000) led the novices.

After a fast turnaround, race 4 started, with the dropping wind.
This time Eagleton was followed by Malcolm Brookes’ Comet,
ahead of Dave Kerr. The fast fleet was this time won by Tony
Witham (Supernova) ahead of the Laser Radials of Andy Bullen and
Bob Palmer.

For the observer, it looked like the Supernova just won by three
seconds and half a boat length from Flo Wright's RS Aero - but that
was before the handicapping.

April had closed with the more Saturday Series action while the
club ran its ‘Get Back to Sailing’ tuition.

Oliver Good represented the cadets in a club Hartley, but with a
better time than his parents’ Miracle, who were second to Rachel
Wynn in her Cadet Extra. Neil Sith was third ahead of Dave Kerr’s
Lightning.

The Fast Fleet saw Colin Coard leading the Laser foursome, but
still beaten by the Supernova of Tony Witham. Tim Murray’s Vortex
was tail end Charlie this time after a win the previous week. It was
good to see novice Dave Baldwin challenging in his Laser too.

Parish Council for their continued support of the club, it is greatly
appreciated. | would also like to thank the youth team sponsors
Treetop Landscape Contracting and 1066 Bakery”.

The club have also worked hard to become an FA accredited club
which means it is recognised for creating an environment where
young players can enjoy sport and thrive at football.

Hooe FC, an FA accredited club, prides itself on a warm welcome to
all. If any child who would like to give football a go, then they should
contact Jay via e-mail jay19942009@hotmail.co.uk or 07713 950161.

For the latest local news, visit: www.Bexhill.News

BRT’S BATE COMES

THROUGH TRYING TIMES

BY JACKIE KNIGHT

Mandie Henderson, Cathy Bate and Laura Ward

CATHY BATE completed her first ever triathlon as three
Bexhill Runners and Triathletes members took on the exciting
challenge of East Grinstead’s Tri-A-Tri.

Mandie Henderson and Laura Ward also finished the event which
involved a swim, cycle and run.

There were celebrations for all BRT runners who entered the
famed London Marathon with fantastic racing records for William
Carey of 2hr.48min.14sec, Oliver Carey (2:51:56), Tom North
(3:16:35), Tom Brampton (3:36:25) and John Fitzpatrick (3:55:17).

Barefoot runner James Graham, the club’s London Marathon
2023 ballot entry winner, ran to support Butterflies Child and
Adolescent Counselling Service and Ruth Frais competed to raise
funds for the Ukraine appeal.

Claire Overfield’s
spirit of adventure
saw her compete in
her first 50k Run to the
Sea Ultramarathon.
The point-to-point
course presented
spectacular views
through a mixture of
terrain as she battled
against the elements
from Horsham to Hove
Lawns. She was joined
by Zak Overfield, Elize
Bailly and Kerry Snell
in her outstanding achievement.

The Rathfinny 10K running event drew Gareth Smith through
the wine estate and across hills with a great finish time of
1hr.06min.44sec.

Claire Overfie.ld, Elize Bailly, [
Kerry Snell and Zak Overfield &

John Wilkinson, Harry Scott, Ellie Docksey,
Malcolm Jones and Jackie Knight

The fabulous five took on the Rye 5-miler challenge, a beautiful

scenic East Sussex countryside route with several challenging hill

climbs. Ellie Docksey, Malcolm Jones, Jackie Knight, Harry Scott and

John Wilkinson all finished in under an hour with personal bests.
Carole Cranthern achieved a 21:58 PB at Hastings Parkrun to

come home first woman. It was great to see BRT Juniors taking

part and superb times, too. We hope to see BRT Juniors at Junior

Parkrun when it starts this month.

If you have ever thought about running with a friendly

group of like-minded people, please go to the BRT webpage

for more information for both adult and junior membership.

www.bexhillrunnerstriathletes.co.uk




Dementia
advice from
experts

One step at a time
A video guide to navigating dementia

Our new video guide offers expert advice

to help you navigate dementia, from initial
diagnosis, to living well with the condition

and self-care tips for carers.

Download the guide at af=30

careuk.com/one-step-at-a-time |

or scan the QR code. [=]t
Trusted to care

Bowes House care home

care UK

careuk.com/bowes-house
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OACH Terry Freeman hailed a knockout show for Bexhill

Amateur Boxing Club. Fight fans got their money’s worth

as they were treated to 17 bouts and one skills contest at
Pebsham Community Centre on May 20.

Boxers came from across the region to compete on the show,
which is a valuable fundraiser for the club as it bids to drum up
cash to extend its gym on Bexhill seafront.

A rammed show did not finish until after 11pm as Bexhill’s hard-
working team of coaches and volunteers worked their socks off.

Freeman said: “It was a great small hall atmosphere. It was a
really good show with over 300 people there, so that was a very
good turnout.

“Also, there was some much-needed money raised for the club.
As a charity, we depend on donations and any profits to go back
into the club.

“There were some cracking bouts, and although we didn’t get all
the results we hoped for, it was still good.”

Sonny Studley (64kg) made it back-to-back wins as he forced a
second-round stoppage against Finley Noakes (West Hill) after
coming through a tough first.

The game Jacob Cooper (50kg) was stopped in the first round by
Daniel Hearn (TM Boxing). Although a third stoppage loss, Cooper
was boxing well when caught close to the end of the round by a
much more experienced opponent.

Ollie Thornton (67kg) was stopped in the third by Harvey Beeker
from the renowned Dale Youth in west London. He won the first,
lost a close second round and just took too many clean shots in the
third round.

Louis Crouch (70kg) lost on a unanimous to Aiden Sheriff (2BX), but
coach Ian Fletcher said: “Louis boxed really well and done everything
I'd told him, working off the jab, not falling in with his backhand or
getting involved in a fight and sticking to his boxing. But the decision

KNOCKOUT

went the other way. Louis had previously been stopped by this
opponent in March but boxed out of his skin this time.”

An excellent bout saw Alfie James (71kg), with coach Rian
Witcomb in his corner, lose by a unanimous decision to Jack
Ansbro (Dale Youth). James landed some lovely combinations and
clean shots in one of best fights of the night, which again could
have gone either way.

Demetri Kakoulli (81kg) lost a points decision to Ethan Finlayson
(Eastbourne). Kakoulli boxed 6-7kgs above his natural weight as
he had only been back to gym for a fortnight for the show. Again,
every round was close, but Kakoulli finished strong with a clear
third-round win with a lot believing he had done enough to get the
decision, but it was not to be.

Aaron Davies (66kg) could count himself unlucky not to get the
decision against Liam Jenkins (White Hart Lane) - especially as
even his opponent felt he had taken the win in their 67kg contest.

The crowd were 100 per cent sure Davies deserved to have his
hand raised but he lost on a split decision.

There was some family satisfaction, though, with brother Terry
(59kg) claiming a points win over Roshan Patel (Dale Youth).

Freeman said: “Aaron boxed lovely behind his jab over the first
two rounds, landing clean shots and keeping his distance. The
third was far more competitive but we all felt he boxed lovely.

“Terry, is brother, also boxed very well, keeping his composure
against a very strong and busy lad.

“Terry won on a split and, to be honest, I wasn’t even sure, but we
felt it was down to quality over quantity. The other lad threw more,
but Terry’s accuracy ultimately secured him the win.”

Fraser Stephenson, 15, took part in a skills bout which always end
in draws.

Matchmaker Fletcher said: “Although it was two wins and six
losses, it could easily been 6-2 in other direction. But overall, a very
positive night as all the boxers boxed well and their performances
were something to be proud of.”

For the latest local news, visit: www.Bexhill.News

CUP HEARTACHE
FOR HASTINGS
AND BEXHILL

REPORT BY PETER KNIGHT

Hastlngs & Bexhlll attack the Vlgo l|n

Hastings and Bexhill RFC’s dreams of a final at Saracens’
Stonex Stadium were dramatically brought down to earth at
Vigo with a 45-22 defeat.

Fielding a strong squad, H&B made a more than promising start
to their Papa John’s Community Cup semi-final played in excellent
conditions in north Kent.

Vigo had twice beaten Hastings this season in the league, but cup
games throw up some strange results and after half-an-hour’s play
an upset looked to be on the cards.

Skipper Bruce Steadman opened the scoring with a beautifully
struck penalty from 40 metres out. Vigo hit back with two quick
tries to lead 12-3.

Hastings and Bexhill lifted their game and from a 5metre
penalty Ben Davies charged the line to touch down and Steadman
converted.

Hastings continued to pressure the Vigo defence; Laurence
Maynard made a terrific break to burst through the home defence,
he whipped the ball outside to Matt Sheppard who scored a
fantastic try.

Immediately from the restart the ball was fed out to the backs
to Charlie Glasper, who crossed the line under the posts to give
Steadman a straightforward conversion.

Vigo hit back with a converted try to narrow H&B’s lead to 22-19
at the break.

Unfortunately, the second half was a different story as Vigo scored
four more tries with three conversions.

H&B made their task much easier by conceding far too many
penalties and two consecutive yellow cards. For 20 minutes,
Hastings were playing one man down and in this time the score
rose to 38-22. At this level, an extra player is a big advantage. Vigo
rounded off the scoring as the referee was blowing the final whistle.

The unfinished Bob Rogers Cup games will be played in August
before the new season starts.

FELIX’S TON IS
WORTH THE WAIT

Bexhill II’s Felix Holland
carried his bat for his
second league century -
SIX years after his first.

Holland made 104
not out although his
team-mates showed little
inclination to stay with {;
him until Louis Haffenden ‘ /
made a quick 33 at No.9. The home S|de were also indebted to 46 wides
to boost their total to 264-8 from their 40 overs. For Crowhurst Park I,
Basie Sturdee took 3-28.

In Park’s reply runs came steadily, aided by regular dropped catches.
Jon Peters made 56 at the top of the order and Josh Barraclough 34 but
they were always slightly behind the rate in the Sussex League Division
Six East clash. Seven down with 29 needed from four overs, Adam
Smith mopped up the tail with a triple wicket maiden, ending with 4-32.
Rowan Crouch had earlier taken 2-37 and Taylor Wickenden 2-33.

Bexhill recovered from 67-5 the previous weekend (May 13) to beat
Robertsbridge by three wickets with 15 balls to spare.

The hosts looked in control having set 213 but Sahil Khan’s unbeaten
56, a quick 53 from Taylor Wickenden and an even quicker 38 from Dom
Carey saw a youthful Bexhill to victory.

! of



